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The American Community Survey
Outline
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• ACS Overview

• Changes for the 2025 ACS

• Future Changes, Testing, and Initiatives

• Data User Resources



The American Community Survey
The Foundation
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• Premier source of detailed information about the nation’s people and 
housing

• Samples approximately 3.5 million addresses and about 150,000 
group quarters (GQ) residents 

• Covers 40+ topics — Collects detailed information previously collected 
by the decennial census each decade

• Helps inform how federal funds are distributed each year; supports 
over 300 evidence-based federal government uses

• Data released the year after collection as 1-year and 5-year estimates

• Officially started in 2005
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The American Community Survey
Content Overview

POPULATION

Social Economic Demographic

• Ancestry
• Citizenship Status
• Citizen Voting-Age Population
• Disability Status
• Educational Attainment
• Fertility
• Grandparents as Caregivers
• Language Spoken at Home
• Marital History and Status
• Migration/Residence 1 Year Ago
• Place of Birth
• School Enrollment
• Undergraduate Field of Degree
• Veterans Status; Period of 

Military Service
• Year of Entry

• Class of Worker
• Commuting and Place of 

Work
• Employment Status
• Food Stamps (SNAP)
• Health Insurance 

Coverage
• Income and Earnings
• Industry and Occupation
• Poverty Status
• Weeks Worked Last Year

• Age
• Group Quarters Population
• Hispanic or Latino Origin
• Race
• Relationship to Householder
• Sex
• Total Population

HOUSING

• Bedrooms
• Computer & Internet Use
• Costs (Mortgage, Rent, Taxes, 

Insurance)
• Electric Vehicles
• House Heating Fuel 
• Kitchen/Plumbing Facilities
• Occupancy/Vacancy Status
• Occupants per Room
• Rooms
• Solar Panels
• Telephone Service Available
• Tenure (Owner/Renter)
• Units in Structure
• Value of Home
• Vehicles Available
• Year Householder Moved Into Unit
• Year Structure Built
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The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts



Three new questions:

• Sewer

• Electric Vehicles

• Solar Panels

6

The American Community Survey
Recent Changes — New & Modified Content for the 2025 ACS

Four modified topics:
• Household Roster
• Educational Attainment
• Health Insurance Coverage
• Labor Force

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/about/forms-and-instructions.html
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The American Community Survey
Sewer Question

• Requested by the Environmental Protection 
Agency and the Food and Drug Administration

• Data are critical for understanding the 
wastewater infrastructure in rural and smaller 
communities

• Data allow for monitoring of water quality 
(i.e., impacts to well water) as well as 
potential environmental impacts (seepage 
into surrounding soil) 
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The American Community Survey
Electric Vehicles Question

• Requested by the Energy Information 
Administration (EIA)

• Housing-unit level data will help federal 
agencies:
• Project future energy needs
• Make technological and capital 

changes necessary within the energy 
infrastructure
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The American Community Survey
Solar Panels Question

• Requested by the Energy Information 
Administration (EIA)

• Data will help EIA match energy consumption 
to energy production across the U.S.
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The American Community Survey
Household Roster Question

2024 2025
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The American Community Survey
Educational Attainment Question

2024 2025
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The American Community Survey
Health Insurance Coverage Question

2024 2025
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The American Community Survey
Labor Force Questions

2024 2025



The American Community Survey
Future Changes — Transformation Efforts

Data Ingest and Collection for the Enterprise (DICE)

• Delivers a suite of systems that can more efficiently manage survey 
collection and gather existing data from external sources

• Streamlines instrument development for the ACS

• ACS transitions to DICE starting in January 2027
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 Planning to implement an Internet Response Option for the Puerto Rico Community Survey in 2027
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The American Community Survey
Future Changes — Data Collection



Internet Instrument Response Option and Error Messaging Design Test
• Occurred in summer 2025
• Tested whether changing the visual design of response buttons and error messages in the 

internet instrument can increase data quality and improve the respondent experience 
• Will help inform the development of web design standards for data collection instruments 

throughout the Census Bureau
• Full results will be available later this year

Questionnaire Timing Test
• Currently being tested
• Test whether changing the timing of when the paper questionnaire is sent can increase self-

response and/or reduce data collection costs
• Evaluate the impact of including a Quick Response (QR) code directing respondents to the 

internet to complete the survey
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The American Community Survey
Testing



• In preparation for the 2030 Census, the U.S. Census Bureau is mandated to submit to Congress 
the subjects and questions planned for the census and the American Community Survey.

• To inform these reports, we solicited feedback across the federal government regarding 
current uses of decennial census and ACS data.

• This process ensures that every question on the census and ACS remains necessary and legally 
justified.

• The Subjects Planned for the 2030 Census Program report will be delivered to Congress by March 
31, 2027.

• The Questions Planned for the 2030 Census Program report will be delivered to Congress 
by March 31, 2028.
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The American Community Survey
ACS Content Review



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases/2024/release-schedule.html 
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The American Community Survey
2024 ACS Data Releases

2020-2024 ACS 5-Year Release

Data Products Release

5-Year Estimates January 29, 2026

5-Year Variance Replicate Estimates January 29, 2026

5-Year Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) March 5, 2026

2024 ACS 1-Year Release

Data Products Release

1-Year Estimates September 11, 2025

1-Year Supplemental Estimates December 4, 2025

1-Year Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) December 4, 2025



Estimated Population of 
Geographic Area 1-Year Estimates

1-Year 

Supplemental 
Estimates 5-Year Estimates

65,000 or more X X X

20,000 or more X X

Less than 20,000 X

Typical Release Month
(Occurs in the calendar year 
after data collection)

September October December

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html
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The American Community Survey
Availability of Data Products
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The American Community Survey
Upcoming Stats in Action Webinars

census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html

Name Date

How Cross-Survey Modeling Enhances Census Bureau Measures May 27, 2026

Using the ACS to Get a Full Picture of Your Community June 3, 2026

Creating ACS Maps with R June 10, 2026

Understanding Housing Data from the ACS June 24, 2026

Understanding Education Data from the ACS June 25, 2026

Creating ACS Income and Poverty Estimates with SAIPE July 22, 2026

Unlocking ACS Data: Tools for New and Experienced Users August 12, 2026

Introduction to the ACS August 19, 2026
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The American Community Survey
Encouraging Response to the ACS

Resource URL

Respond to the ACS Webpage

Learn about different ways to complete the survey and access 
instructions for completing the questionnaire

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/respond.html

Verify a Census Survey, Mailing, or Contact

Verify a Census Bureau survey or contact by a field 
representative

census.gov/verify 

ACS Flyers

Relevant information for ACS respondents

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/library/flyers.html



The American Community Survey
Stay Connected

Sign Up for 

Email Updates
Share Your ACS 

Data Story

census.gov/acs-data-stories public.govdelivery.com/acc
ounts/USCENSUS/signup/ 
12426
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Thank you!

ACS Data User Support
acso.users.support@census.gov


