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ACS data on the state uninsured rate 
contributes to the Texas 2036 
Who Are The Uninsured? Study

https://texas2036.org/uninsured/

A key housing affordability metric 
using ACS data underlies the Texas 
2036 housing policy priorities

https://texas2036.org/housing/



Accurate Data 
for Rural Texas
Why it 
Matters…
Lonnie Hunt

Deep East Texas
Council of Governments



2010 to 2020…
• 111 counties gained population
• 143 counties lost populationTexas is growing.

Rural Texas isn’t.

With declining 
populations, accurate 

ACS data is more 
crucial to planning and 

resource allocation.
Source: Texas 
Demographic 
Center

Percent Population 
Change, 2010-2020
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How we use ACS
• Data for grant applications

• Fair allotment and 
deployment of resources

• Methods of Distribution for 
disaster recovery and 
mitigation funds



   Method of Distribution   
   for $161,542,000 in
   Harvey Mitigation Funds

Composite 
Disaster Index

Source:
UT Center for

Space Research

Total
Population

Source:

ACS

Percent LMI
Population

Source:

ACS

Distribution Factors



Hard to Count 
Populations
We check all the boxes…
 Low income
 Low literacy levels
 Senior citizens
 Racial and ethnic 

minorities
 People who distrust the 

government
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Native Born
2,670,174 

70.6%

Foreign Born
1,113,360 

29.4%

Origins of Metro Houston Workforce*

* As of 2022

Source: U.S. Census Bureau





Foreign-Born 
Contribution 
to Local GDP
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Age Group
Residents Change, '12 - '22

'22 # %

0-19 2,077,253 209,801 11.2

20-35 1,541,425 176,509 12.9

35-54 2,011,192 286,436 16.6

55-64 800,073 130,023 19.4

65+ 902,835 332,052 58.2

Total 7,340,118 1,134,821 18.3

Change in Metro Houston Age Profile

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



28.3%

30.1%

21.0%

22.0%

27.4%

27.8%

10.9%

10.8%

12.3%

9.2%

'22

'12

Under 20 Ages 20 - 34 Ages 35 – 54 Ages 55 – 64 Ages 65+

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Metro Houston Population by Age

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



% Population
’22 ’12 

With health insurance 82.0 76.6

With private health insurance 61.4 57.0

With public coverage 28.0 26.0

No health insurance 18.0 23.4

Health Insurance Coverage in Metro Houston

Source: U.S. Census Bureau







Average Travel Time to Work, Top 20 Metros By Job Count

Metro Workers 16 years 
and older

Average Commute 
(Minutes) Metro Workers 16 years 

and older
Average Commute 

(Minutes)

New York, NY 9,585,291 36 Philadelphia, PA 3,127,438 29

Riverside, CA 2,096,097 33 Seattle, WA 2,125,463 29

Washington, DC 3,412,293 32 Tampa, FL 1,575,399 29

Atlanta, GA 3,146,828 31 Orlando, FL 1,383,275 28

Chicago, IL 4,750,545 30 Dallas-Fort Worth, TX 4,081,281 28

San Francisco, CA 2,354,568 30 Denver, CO 1,674,750 27

Boston, MA 2,631,810 30 Detroit, MI 2,048,327 26

Miami, FL 3,030,208 30 Phoenix, AZ 2,444,655 26

Houston, TX 3,526,442 30 San Diego, CA 1,659,606 26

Los Angeles, CA 6,342,831 29 Minneapolis, MN 1,971,461 24
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